
 

 

February 25, 2013 PROCEEDINGS OF THE NUCKOLLS COUNTY BOARD 

OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
The Nuckolls County Board of Commissioners met Monday, February 25, 2013 in the Board Meeting Room at 
the Courthouse, Nelson, Nebraska, per recess of February 19, 2013.  Combs, Brown and Corman present for the 
meeting.  The agenda of said meeting was remitted to board members in advance of the meeting and is posted in 
the County Clerk’s office and on the County Website.   Combs announced the ‘Open Meetings Act Law’ as 
posted in the Commissioners Board Meeting Room and handouts are available. 
 
The board reconvened at 9:01 a.m. Chairman Combs approved the Agenda and the February 19, 2013 minutes 
as submitted.  
 
Gary Warren, Highway Superintendent and Cindy Buescher, Executive Secretary met with the Board to update 
them on the current activities of the County Road Department. Warren submitted a map from the Nebraska 
Department of Roads for the Southeast corner of the Courthouse regarding the preliminary plans for a new 
handicap accessible ramp and sidewalk along Highway 14. The State will be doing all the work for this project. 
Warren discussed a correspondence letter from the NDOR regarding the adding bridge structure C006504205P 
to our 1 & 6 Year Bridge Plan. Warren did note the bridge was on the 1 & 6 Year Plan. The project will be 
referred to Project C65 (679), located in Section 14, T1N-R8W (Bostwick Precinct). This project has qualified 
for Local Bridge Selection for On Fed Aid System Bridges and should be eligible for Federal Funds according 
to NDOR. Warren noted that they are making repairs to machinery and the #43 tractor, in the Nelson shop this 
week. The flat bed trailer is ready to be painted and also the sewer lines have been completed for the Hardy 
Shop bathroom project. They hope to be able to pour cement next week. The Bridge crew has been pulled from 
Project C65 (302), (Nelson Precinct) due to the weather. Warren announced that he would be at a meeting in 
Grand Island on Wednesday for a required class in Erosion Control and Buescher will be gone part of the day 
on Wednesday also. Warren discussed with the Board about the snow removal last week. He felt it went very 
well considering all.  
 
At 9:15 a.m. the Board held a Public Hearing to hear public comments regarding the 2013 One and Six Year 
Plan. No public attended the hearing. The Board discussed with Warren some ideas for projects next year. No 
complaints were heard regarding this 1&6 Year Plan. A motion was made by Corman and seconded by 

Brown to approve the 2013 One and Six Year Plan as presented. Combs, Brown and Corman all voted 

Aye, 0 voted Nay. Motion carried.  

 
The Budget Making Authority, Ensign & Gonzales met with the Board to discuss several budget issues. Cindy 
will figure the amount for the road employees’ salaries to be reimbursed to the road department for the time 
spent working at the Courthouse for the sidewalk replacement and the removal and repairs for the installation of 
the vertical lift. She will use the average salary number times the total hours worked. The claim will be from the 
General Fund, Buildings and Grounds to the Road Department.  
 
Also discussed is the County Jail Fund. Due to the high costs of prisoners’ claims, the Jail Fund will need to 
have more funds transferred in. Kassebaum announced that she had received a check from Hunt Insurance for 
reimbursement of medical claims towards the Catastrophic Inmate Medical Insurance. The County submitted 
claims for $57,709.28 minus the $25,000.00 deductable and received reimbursement of $27,156.18. The 
insurance company denied $5,553.10 in claims. There are additional claims submitted that have not been 
reviewed yet by the Insurance Company in the amount of $2,399.00.  Two additional claims have been 
submitted to the County for payment which will need to be submitted to the insurance company for payment in 
the amount of $1,475.65. However the reimbursement money will only be deposited in the General Fund and 
not the Jail Fund. . The Jail Fund is included in the total General Fund, but is not allowed to separate to 



 

 

individual funds. The Jail Fund was reviewed and it was determined to have an additional $25,000.00 put into 
this fund from the General Miscellaneous Fund. Previously $50,000.00 was transferred to help with the medical 
claims however the amount did not reflect on the budget correctly and will need to revise the procedure to have 
it properly documented.  A motion was made by Brown and seconded by Combs to adjust the budget to 

reflect the $50,000.00 transaction. Combs, Brown and Corman all voted Aye, 0 voted Nay. Motion 

carried. A motion was made by Brown and seconded by Combs to add additional funds of $25,000.00 to 
the Jail Budget from the General Miscellaneous Fund. Combs, Brown and Corman all voted Aye, 0 voted 

Nay. Motion carried. Discussion held regarding the possibility of billing New Mexico for the housing of 2 
inmates related to a murder case there before their extradition to that state. This will be looked into.  
 
Plans were submitted to the County from Verizon Wireless for plans to install equipment to update the existing 
tower located at 4003 RD Y, Edgar, NE 68935 for 4G Network. Verizon is requesting the County to approve 
this Construction. A motion was made by Corman and seconded by Brown to authorize Chairman Combs 

to sign the Construction Approval Letter for the proposed 4G technology equipment on the existing 

tower located at 4003 RD Y, Edgar, NE (Nuckolls County). Combs, Brown and Corman all voted Aye, 0 

voted Nay. Motion carried.  
  
Kassebaum notified the Board that Contryman & Associates have submitted the Nuckolls County 2011/2012 
County Audit to the State as required by law. Kassebaum also gave the Board a copy of the Heritage Highway-
Byway 136 Treasurer’s report for February 8, 2013; the Notice of Taxable Status from the County Assessor for 
the ground that the County owns and leases out for farm ground, know as Part of the East ½ of the NW ¼ of 
Section 25, T3N-R7W. (Nelson Precinct). Discussion was held regarding the letter of support for the Aurora 
Coop project in Superior and also the proposed Brodstone Memorial Hospital Bond.  
 
The Budget Making Authority of Ensign and Gonzales met again with the Board to discuss a phone 
conversation with Deann Haeffner of the Nebraska Department of Revenue and the proper procedure for the 
transfer of funds. The transfer is authorized with Budget Authority as long as no additional dollars are being 
transferred. The transfer between individual funds with in the General Fund is allowed.  
 
Jim Marr, County Sheriff met briefly with the Board to discuss the Jail Fund and also the possibility of billing 
New Mexico for the reimbursement of housing and transportation on inmates being held. Marr noted this is not 
a possibility.  
 
The Board recessed at 11:00 a.m. to go into Board of Equalization. Chairman Combs reconvened into regular 
session at 11:03 a.m.  
 
The Budget Making Authority met again with the Board to discuss the Jail Fund and the future needs for this 
fund. No further decision was made at this time.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was recessed at 11:30 a.m. until Monday, March 4, 2013. 
      Michael D. Combs, Chairman 
      By: Jackie L. Kassebaum, County Clerk 


